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disease while leaving the latter untouched. At most we might perhaps succeed In checking the manifestation of egoism in life, but never in suppressing egoism itself. All such outside influences must as such necessarily take the way of causality. There is no possibility of influencing a man otherwise than by furnishing him (whether through threats and promises, or by instruction and example) with motives for his action. These are in their nature nothing but intellectual images. As such they enter the sphere of knowledge, which they may enlighten, correct, transform, and from which they may, according as they are applied, impel the Will to manifestation in very diverse directions. At the Will, however, they find their natural limits ; and just as rays of light, reflected from bodies, make these visible without changing their nature, so motives, in breaking against the Will, bring its inner being to manifestation in actions, though in no way capable of modifying in the slightest degree the kernel of our being, that is, our innate "intensity of the affirmation of the Will to life. From this inborn determination of our Will proceed, as the mere reflection of it in space, time, and causality, all deeds as necessarily as from the tree its fruits. They have therefore in a moral sense no further significance than this, that they are the visibility of our Will. From this truth, which is entirely scriptural (St. Matth. xii. 33-35), it follows inexorably, that even actions which are good, con-